[Diagnostic reliability of vaginal ultrasound in ectopic pregnancy].
The therapeutic approach to ectopic pregnancy (EP) has changed over the last decade. A prerequisite for a differentiated management is an early diagnosis of EP. This can be achieved by transvaginal sonography (TVS). The purpose of this study was to evaluate the accuracy of TVS in the diagnosis of EP. 184 patients with clinically suspected ectopic pregnancy were examined by TVS. In 103 cases suspicion of EP was confirmed, in 81 cases it was ruled out. All cases were evaluated by laparoscopy, D&C, serial HCG determinations or sonographic follow-up in case of an intrauterine pregnancy. Sensitivity of TVS in the diagnosis of EP was 96%, specificity 88%, the positive predictive value was 89%, the negative predictive value was 95%. Four cases with a false negative result at TVS were very early in pregnancy and were subjected to laparoscopy because of persistent high HCG values without demonstration of an intrauterine pregnancy. Five cases of sonographically confirmed ectopic pregnancies were missed by the first laparoscopy. These cases required intervention because of clinical symptoms and had low levels of HCG. TVS has a high diagnostic accuracy in the diagnosis of ectopic pregnancy.